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The main reason for visiting the Carinthia University of Applied Sciences is training about new trends and technologies including their experiences into our courses’ program concerning remote lab exercises. I also visited their remote engineering laboratory.
Master Degree program in systems engineering is focusing on the design and implementation of complex systems. Systems engineering graduates are able to understand, develop, and modify complex technical systems in the fields of electronics and mechatronics.

I have been invited to the presentation of two master students about multiple users’ remote access to virtual instruments in the remote engineering laboratory. The research group from Spain was also present (MCIA - research center of the Polytechnical University of Catalonia, located at the Terrassa Campus), along with the two professors from Systems engineering of Carinthia University, Professor Andreas Pester, and Professor Michael Auer.  During the presentation, I also presented our Tempus project. During the project presentation I did highlight the adopted Curriculum structure. The main reason for visiting the Carinthia University of Applied Sciences is training about new trends and technologies including their experiences into our courses’ program concerning remote lab exercises. I also visit their remote engineering laboratory.

I had a meeting with Prof. Pester and was presenting to me their way of performing lab exercises in the field of remote engineering and some tools that could be used. He was also talking about the implementation of their joint master programs in remote engineering. 
Also, I had the opportunity to analyse the LMS that the entire University is using - CLIX. It is a commercial e-learning suite and I did some comparative analysis with Moodle open source LCMS.  Some good communication tools and rapid authoring tools included with the LMS.  
During my visit I also attended two days face-to-face lectures in the course Human Computer Interaction with Remote engineering master study group. Lecturers were Prof. Matjaž Debevc and Prof. Zoran Stepanovič from University in Maribor. This lectures were a part of a blended learning course and it was a good experience for training about methodical principles in online learning.
During my visit, professors and researchers from Villach were presenting their experiences with online and blended learning courses in the engineering area concerning remote lab exercises . Also I did realise how their laboratories are being used in the master studies courses and what principles, tools and technologies they are using. During the lectures at the Faculty I did get familiar with students’ activities during the course. It was also very interesting to get familiar with LMS at the University, which is a commercial tool and it will help us to find some places to improve communication and authoring tools for the LMS we will be using during our master program.
It was very helpful to find out about experiences in using remote lab exercises in specific joint master program. The host institution and professors are highly internationally recognized in the field of online engineering (ICL, IAOE). They have a long tradition in blended learning for engineering, and also they have highlighted the problem of using e-learning tools in pure technical and mathematics area courses, which are still mainly performed in face-to-face learning mode. They suggested that the technical area courses must be enriched with simulation and animation tools and technologies that will make the students get closer and familiar with area in a practical way.

Mirjana Brkovic, Technical faculty Čačak, University of Kragujevac
